“Nuisance Geese in the Neighborhood”

As with any animal, Canada geese have two primary habitat requirements: a ready supply of food and a
safe place to relax, recover, and reproduce. The preferred food source for geese is dense, green
vegetation and their ideal resting and nesting spots are permanent bodies of water. If these sites have
open surroundings with a good view of any threats, even better. If you take a look around our
community, it won’t take long to discover why so many geese have decided to call it home. Retention
basins scattered throughout home developments, along with the many private ponds dotting more rural
lots, provide an aquatic safe haven while the lush lawns and nearby agricultural fields provide an
unlimited smorgasbord fit for grazing.

Munching on grass comes an equal amount of waste out the other end. Goose feces can accumulate
rapidly, and since many of their feeding areas are in places frequently used by people it can create quite
unpleasant experiences. Beyond the mess, goose feces can also contain an assortment of pathogens
such as Coliform bacteria including E. coli which can cause illness to exposed humans. The nutrients
contained within the droppings can also produce harmful algal blooms and other detrimental effects on
ponds and lakes they inhabit. And as you think about that please remember to Pick-Up-Poop from our
yards as it contributes to high levels of £. Coli as well.

Though Canada geese are protected by the Federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act, there are some permitted
actions for dealing with nuisance geese that may be causing conflicts in your neighborhood. For more
information on nuisance goose control, contact the Ohio Division of Wildlife at 1-800-WILDLIFE or
Tommy Springer, Wildlife Specialist at the Fairfield Soil and Water Conservation District at 740-653-
8154.



