Leaves need left out of the storm pipes
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Autumn brings with it many changes, but none may be more noticeable than when the leaves of
deciduous trees change color and begin to pile up in our lawns. The beauty of fall soon becomes a harsh
reality once you realize something must be done with this newfound carpet covering the grass,
sidewalks and landscaping. You may choose to rake them to an out of the way area to compost, bag
them up in lawn waste bags for trash service collection or, ideaily, mulch them up with a mower and
allow their nutrients to be reincorporated back into the soil.

Whichever method you prefer, the most important part of managing this annual abundance of organic
material is to keep it out of the catch basins, curb inlets and pipes that make up the village’s storm
sewer infrastructure. Leaves can become compacted and form a dense, watertight barrier that prevents
stormwater from entering drains along roads and in yards or form immovable clogs inside the pipes.
Either situation can lead to backups and flooding that can damage personal property, impact
transportation along with other headaches. So, as falling leaves signal the changing of the season, do
your part to keep our storm sewer system functioning and keep the leaves out of the drains and pipes.



