Water quality wisdom: Winter edition

As winter approaches and our sidewalks, driveways and roads become periodically snow or ice covered,
many of us turn to spreading salt or commercial ice melt products to clear the slippery surfaces.
Knowing what products to use, when to use them, and how much to apply are all important in reducing
not only your expenses, but also any adverse effects on water quality when the product enters the

stormwater runoff.

Be sure to use only salt designed for ice melting purposes or safe commercial alternatives as some
contain ingredients that are harmful to pets and wildlife or may cause damage to concrete and vehicles
that contact it. Apply ice melt only in the right conditions — most salt and commercial products are not
effective for dealing with heavy snowfall or buildup and are best applied after removing as much snow

and ice as possible.
Lastly, apply only the minimum needed. This will reduce any negative impacts to the environment and

can also save you a significant amount of money over the course of the winter season. Just remember,
every little bit helps, and everyone has a stake in the health of our watershed.



